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The constitutional culture is the most prominent elements of citizenship, which is based
on a number of general principles necessary to live in the framework of the state, including
guaranteed rights and duties. Equality, freedom, participation and social responsibility
values are an integral part of the concept of citizenship in the modern state. In this
sense, the General Secratariat of the National Assembly supports this culture through
the promotion and dissemination of multiple forms and methods. This booklet is an
attempt to simplify some of the key principles of the Constitution of the State of Kuwait
and an explanation of the components.

The General Secretariat of the National Assembly
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Constitutional Culture

What is the constitution?
Why it is established?
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The Constitution
Is the supreme law which defines the basic rules for the form of the
state and its regime and regulates the public authorities in terms of
composition, functions and the relations between authorities it also
illustrates the general fundamental rights and duties of individuals and
groups.
Consistent with these principles, the Constitution of the State of
Kuwait, which contains 183 articles divided into five chapters, was
established. It is the oldest in the Arabian Gulf Region and promulgated
on November 11 1962.
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What is the identity of the state?
What is the form of regime?
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Kuwait
Is an independent, Arab state. The religion of the state is Islam. The
official language is the Arabic. Kuwait is a hereditary Emirate held in
succession in the descendants of the late Mubarak al Sabah.
Kuwait’s system of government is democratic; sovereignty is vested in
the people as the source of all authority.
The Heir Apparent shall be appointed within a period not exceeding
one year from the date of the Amir’s investiture, and his appointment
shall follow his nomination by the Amir and the swearing of fealty to
him by a consenting majority of the members
Composing the National Assembly sitting in special session.
In case no designation is achieved in accordance with the foregoing
procedure, the Amir shall nominate at least three of the descendants
.of the late Mubarak al-Sabah of whom the National Assembly shall
pledge allegiance to one as Heir Apparent.
Reference: constitutional articles No; 1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - 6
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What are the basic components
of Kuwaiti society?
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The Family
Is the corner-stone of Society. Law shall preserve the integrity of the family,
and protect under its auspices motherhood and childhood. The State cares
for the young and protects them from exploitation and ensures aid for
citizens in old age, sickness or inability to work. It also provides them with
services of social security, social aid and medical care. Education is assured
and promoted by the state.
Justice, Liberty and Equality are the pillars of Society and co-operation and
mutual help are the firmest bonds between citizens, as Property, capital and
work are fundamental constituents of the social structure of the State and
of the national wealth. They are all individual rights with a social function as
regulated by law. Public property is inviolable and its protection is the duty
of every citizen.
The national economy shall be based on social justice. Its aim shall be economic
development, increase of productivity, improvement of the standard of living
and achievement of prosperity for citizens.
Relations between employers and employee shall be regulated by law.
The State shall ensure the solidarity of society in shouldering burdens
resulting from public disasters and calamities and provide compensation for
war damages or injuries received by any person as a result of the discharge
of his military duties.
Reference: constitutional articles No: 9 -11 -13 -15 -16 - 17 - 20 - 25 - 26
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Know your Rights and Duties.
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The Nationality

Kuwaiti nationality shall be defined by law. No deprivation or withdrawal of
nationality may be effected except within the limits prescribed by law. All people
are equal in human dignity, and in public rights and duties before the law, without
distinction as to race, origin, language or religion, Personal liberty is guaranteed,
No crime and no penalty may be established except by virtue of law. An accused
person is presumed innocent until proven guilty. Freedom of belief is absolute. The
State protects the freedom of practicing religion in accordance with established
customs, provided that it does not conflict with public policy or morals.
Freedom of opinion and expression shall be guaranteed. As well as the Freedom
of the press, printing and publishing shall be guaranteed in accordance with
the conditions and manner specified by law. Work is a duty of every citizen
necessitated by personal dignity and public good.
Every Kuwaiti has the right to work and to choose the type of his work. The State
shall endeavor to make it available to citizens and to make its terms equitable.
There shall be no forced labour except in the cases specified by law.
Public meetings, processions and gatherings shall be permitted in accordance
with the conditions and manner specified by law, provided that their purpose and
means are peaceful and not contrary to morals.
National defense is a sacred duty, and military service is an honor for citizens
which shall be regulated by law and Extradition of political refugees is prohibited.
Paragraphs of constitutional articles No: 27 - 29 - 32 - 34 - 35 - 36 - 37 - 41 - 44
- 46 - 47
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The legislative Power, The executive Power, Judicial
power, what is the function of these powers?
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The system
of Government is based on the principle of separation of powers
functioning. Legislative power shall be vested in the Amir and the National
Assembly. And the Executive power shall be vested in the Amir and the
Cabinet. As the Judicial power shall be vested in the Courts, which shall
exercise it in the name of the Amir.
The Amir is the head of the State. His person shall be immune and
inviolable. The Amir shall exercise his powers through his Ministers.
The Amir shall appoint the Prime Minister who will appoint the ministers
amongst the members of the National Assembly and from others.
The Amir is the Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces. He appoints
and dismisses officers in accordance with law and he shall declare
defensive war and proclaim Martial Law and conclude treaties and
issue the regulations and decrees necessary for public order and the
organization of public services and administrations. The Amir may, by
decree, grant a pardon or commute a sentence.
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The legislative Power

The presidential corridor leading to Abdullah Al Salem Al Sabah Hall
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Legislative authority
is vested in the National Assembly which is composed of fifty members
elected directly by universal suffrage and secret ballot. Ministers who are
not elected members of the National Assembly shall be considered exofficio members thereof. The term of the National Assembly shall be four
calendar years commencing with the day of its first sitting. The National
Assembly shall have an annual session of not less than eight months. The
said session may not be prorogued before the budget is approved.
A member of the National Assembly shall be a Kuwaiti by origin in
accordance with law and not less than thirty calendar years of age on the
day of election and able to read and write Arabic well, qualified as an
elector in accordance with the electoral law.
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The National Assembly
shall elect at its first sitting and for the duration of its term a Speaker and Deputy Speaker from amongst
its members. The oldest member shall preside over the first sitting until the President is elected, he shall
call Elder Speaker.
Sittings of the National Assembly shall be public, though they may be held in secret upon the request
of the Government or the Speaker of National Assembly. For a meeting of the National Assembly to
be valid more than half of its members must be present and resolutions shall be passed by an absolute
majority vote of the members present. Every member of the National Assembly may put to the Prime
Minister and to Ministers questions with a view to clarifying matters falling within their competence.
Every member of the National Assembly may also address to the Prime Minister and to Ministers
interpellations with regard to matters falling within their competence. Every Minister shall be responsible
to the National Assembly for the affairs of his ministry. If the Assembly passes a vote of no-confidence
against a Minister, he shall be considered to have resigned his office as from the date of the vote of noconfidence upon a demand signed by ten members, following a debate on an interpellation addressed
to him.

As to the

The Prime Minister shall not hold any portfolio: nor shall the question of confidence in him be raised
before the National Assembly that cannot cooperate with him, the matter shall be submitted to the
Head of State. In such a case the Amir may either relieve the Prime Minister of office and appoint a
new Cabinet or dissolve the National Assembly. The Amir may dissolve the National Assembly by a
decree in which the reasons for dissolution shall be indicated. Elections for the new Assembly shall
be held within a period not exceeding two months from the date of dissolution. The maintenance
of order in the National Assembly shall be the responsibility of its President. No armed forces
may enter the Assembly or be stationed close to its gates unless so requested by the President.
The paragraph of constitutional articles No; 50 - 51 - 52 - 53 - 54 - 55 - 56 - 67 - 69 - 70- 76 - 80 - 82 - 83
- 85 - 92 - 94 - 97 - 99 - 101 - 102 - 107 - 118.
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The executive Power

State of Kuwait
State slogan
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First: The Ministry

The executive power is the council of ministers. It shall formulate the general policy of the
Government, pursue its execution and supervise the conduct of work in Government departments.
The Prime Minister shall preside over the meetings of the Council of Ministers and Resolutions
shall be passed only when the majority of its members are present and with the approval of the
majority of those present and shall be submitted to the Amir for approval in cases where the
issue of a decree is required. Every Minister supervises the affairs of his ministry and executes
therein the general policy of the Government. He also formulates directives for the ministry and
supervises their execution. While in office, a Minister may not hold any other public office or
cumulate the ministerial post with membership of the board of directors of any company.
The paragraph of the constitutional articles No: 123 - 127 - 128 - 1§129 - 130 - 131 - 132

Second: Financial Affairs

The executive power shall undertake the financial affairs of the state, it draws up the annual
budget, comprising the revenue and expenditure of the State, and submits it to the National
Assembly for examination and approval at least two months before the end of each current
financial year. The government shall submit to the National Assembly, at least once during each
ordinary session, a statement upon the financial position of the State.
The paragraph of the constitutional articles No: 140 - 141 - 149 - 150

Third: Military Affairs

Peace is the aim of the State, and the safeguard of the integrity of the country, which is part of the
integrity of the Greater Arab World, is a trust devolving upon every citizen.
The State alone may establish armed forces and public security bodies and that in accordance
with law.
The paragraph of the constitutional articles No: 157 - 159
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The Judicial Power
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21

The right
of recourse to the Courts is guaranteed to all people. Sittings of the Courts
are to be public, except for the cases prescribed otherwise by law.
In administering justice, judges are not subject to any authority. No
interference whatsoever shall be allowed with the conduct of justice. The
Judiciary has a Supreme Council which is regulated, and its duties defined,
by law.
In a legislative amendment passed by the National Assembly in 2014,
establishment of the Constitutional Court was amended by law to grant
citizens the right to go to court and appeal against any law or regulation
include the constitutionality of suspicion.
The paragraph of the constitutional articles No: 162 - 163 - 165 - 166 - 168
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General and Transitional
constitutional provisions
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The Amir
or one-third of the members of the National Assembly shall have the right
to propose the revision of the Constitution by amending or deleting one
or more of its provisions or by adding new provisions. Approval of the
Amir and by a two-thirds majority vote of the members constituting the
Assembly is required for the bill to be passed. If the principle of revision
or its subject matter is rejected, it may not be presented again before the
lapse of one year from the rejection.
The provisions relating to the Amiri System in Kuwait and the principles
of liberty and equality, provided for in this Constitution, may not be
proposed for revision except in relation to the title of the Amirate or to
increase the guarantees of liberty and equality.
No provision of this Constitution may be suspended except when Martial
Law is in force and within the limits specified by the law. Under no
circumstances may the meetings of the National Assembly be suspended,
nor shall the immunities of its members be interfered with, during such
period.
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